


Draft Programme
Brussels Economic Forum 2026 
The EU’s AI Economy in the global race
7 May 2026

09:30	Doors open

09:30 – 10:30	Welcome coffee

10:30 – 10:40	Introduction & Welcome 
Maarten Verwey, Director-General DG ECFIN, European Commission

10:40 – 10:50	Keynote speech
Friedrich Merz, Chancellor of Germany, TBC

[bookmark: _Hlk187759631]10:50 – 11:00 	‘Tommaso Padoa Schioppa’ address
Philippe Aghion, Professor at the Collège de France, at INSEAD, at the London School of Economics, Nobel prize winner in economics 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk141466201]11:00 – 12:15	Panel discussion (incl. introduction by Valdis Dombrovskis):
Economic impact of AI: how to make an AI economy work in Europe 
[bookmark: _Hlk210731017]Exploring the transformative potential of AI on key sectors of the European economy. How is AI disrupting traditional European business models while fuelling new economic opportunities? How is AI-driven innovation impacting productivity, efficiency, and economic competitiveness? What are the potential risks and challenges, including economic inequality, labour displacement, and ethical considerations? How can AI alleviate the fiscal burden of aging? What policy frameworks are needed to take advantage of this opportunity and to mitigate the adverse effects? 
· Valdis Dombrovskis, Commissioner for Economy and Productivity; Implementation and Simplification
· Liisa-Ly Pakosta, Minister of Justice and Digital Affairs, Estonia, TBC
· Roland Busch, CEO and President of Siemens, TBC
· Arthur Mensch, CEO of Mistral AI, TBC
· Louise Burke, CEO of the Open Data Institute, TBC
12:15 – 14:00	Networking lunch

[bookmark: _Hlk129613441]13:00 – 13:45	Parallel side sessions on the RRF (for in-person participants only, limited availability)



[bookmark: _Hlk178859166]14:00 – 15:00	Visions for Europe + Q&A

· Digitalisation, AI, and economic evolution
· Daniel Susskind, Mercers’ School Memorial Professor of Business at Gresham College
· What are the effects of the AI revolution on our societies and the Future of Work?
· Milagros Miceli, Research lead at the DAIR Institute, TU Berlin
· Can we harness AI without compromising environmental sustainability?
· Sasha Luccioni, Expert in ethics, transparency and AI sustainability, TBC
15:00 – 15:30 	Coffee break

[bookmark: _Hlk183529799]15:30 – 16:45	Panel discussion: 
Geoeconomics of AI: Europe’s place in the global race 
[bookmark: _Hlk210730998]How can Europe compete effectively with US and China tech giants and strengthen its economic position? What are the prospects for reducing dependency on external players and developing its own robust AI capabilities to support its economy? How can improved regulatory and investment conditions enhance economic competitiveness? How can the EU foster a competitive AI ecosystem that supports technological independence while upholding ethical standards like data privacy and transparency? 
· Henna Virkkunen, Executive Vice-President of the European Commission for Technological Sovereignty, Security, and Democracy, TBC
· Carme Artigas, Senior Fellow at Harvard Belfer Center & Former Co-Chair of the High-level Advisory Body on Artificial Intelligence​ at the United Nations
· Jens Stoltenberg, Norwegian Minister of Finance and former NATO Secretary-General, TBC
· Jaroslaw Kutylowski, CEO DeepL
· Ana Botín, CEO Santander, TBC
[bookmark: _Hlk141466070]16:45 – 17:15	Oxford-style debate on the motion: 
“This forum believes that regulation of AI is necessary to ensure that the benefits of AI are distributed equitably”

For
· Marietje Schaake, Non-resident Fellow, Cyber Policy Center and Institute for Human-Centered AI, Stanford University
Against
· Fredrik Erixon, Economist, writer and the Founding Director of the European Centre for International Political Economy (ECIPE)

17:15 – 18:15	Networking cocktail
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